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A
s Maharashtra celebrates fifty magnificent years
of its journey, there is much joy and jubilation
over its achievements and great optimism in its
potential. Lauding its remarkable progress and
charting a similar growth trajectory, Vidyalankar

completes fifty glorious years of leadership in education. The
journey over the last five decades has seen unprecedented
changes in its growth. While quality has always been the
benchmark, Vidyalankar has proliferated from coaching
classes to a cluster of refined educational institutions offer-
ing the finest and latest professional courses to students,
making them industry ready from day one.

Vidyalankar is the vision of Prof. C. S. Deshpande, who was
an academic stalwart. In 1950 he topped in the Inter Science
Examination standing first in every subject in Maharashtra.
On obtaining a B.E. degree, he again topped in the 'Indian En-
gineering Services' (IES) examination of the U.P.S.C. and
joined the I.R.S.E. in 1957. However he found his calling in
1960, when he gave up an illustrious career as a Class I
Gazetted Officer and dedicated himself sincerely to the pur-
suit of academic excellence. Having begun teaching students
in a rented class room, 39 years later, the vision for an engi-
neering degree college took shape in 1999.

Coaching Classes have been the mainstay of Vidyalankar
since 1960. From a single centre at Dadar, Vidyalankar has
grown to be the largest and the most reputed tutorial chain
consisting of 11 centres with more than 80 classrooms all
over Mumbai. More than 30,000 students enroll in these class-
es each year to attain an in-depth knowledge of subjects and

face examinations without stress. From providing specialised
coaching for competitive exams at pre-engineering level (IIT
JEE, AIEEE, BITSAT, MHT-CET) to training for engineering
students, as well as post graduate students (GATE, CAT/
CET), they are sought after for their intensive preparation
which has fostered the winning edge in students and given
them confidence to realise their goals.

Ameya, one of Vidyalankar's many students says, "I have
never experienced such excellent teaching methodology be-
fore. The concepts were so well taught that I still have them at
my fingertips. That's what you expect from the leaders in en-
gineering Coaching!"

The story of Vidyalankar Institute of Technology's humble
beginning and its spiralling growth towards world class
stature in the last ten years began with the formation of the

Vidyalankar Dnyanapeeth Trust, a Public Charitable Trust.
Under its aegis, Vidyalankar Institute of Technology,
Vidyalankar Polytechnic and more recently, Vidyalankar
School for Information Technology were set up, offering pro-
fessional programs which enable students to get absorbed in
the industry.

The Trust aims at providing an educational environment
where students can reach their full potential in their chosen
discipline and groom them into responsible citizens without
compromising on ethics. It provides a scholarly environment
where the talents of both, the faculty members and students
are nurtured and used to make students aware of the societal
and environmental needs with specific appreciation of the
emerging global context.

In 2001, Vidyalankar Institute of Technology brought about
a paradigm shift in its educational infrastructure when it
moved to its current world-class campus at Wadala.

Sprawling over 11 acres in Central Mumbai, recreational

provisions like gardens, a football field, volleyball ground,
cricket pitch and cafeteria create a healthy environment for
the students. The new building has won the prestigious Hon-
our Award from Designshare, New York, USA, for its innova-
tive design. The structure characteristically has a gateless
campus, a man-size chess board, an amphitheatre and a mul-
ti-purpose chill-out zone for students. The college is popularly
dubbed as an 'educational village' due to its motley pattern in
vivid hues and students are encouraged to spend time after
classes with peers and professors.

The three premier colleges - Vidyalankar Institute of Tech-
nology (VIT), Vidyalankar School of Information Technology
(VSIT) and Vidyalankar Polytechnic (VP) , provide an array
of programs for students.

VIT has built itself an enviable reputation for offering con-
temporary engineering and business management degree
programs. Approved by the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) and affiliated to the University of Mum-
bai, VIT is classified as a 'Grade A' Engineering college by the
Government of Maharashtra. VIT offers Bachelor of Engi-
neering (BE) programs in Electronics, Telecommunication,
Biomedical, Information Technology and Computers; and
Master's degree programs in Computer Engineering (ME)
and Business studies (MMS).

VSIT, approved by the Government of Maharashtra and af-
filiated to the University of Mumbai, offers B.Sc.(IT), M.Sc
(IT) and B.M.S. The institute has widened its horizons by in-
troducing three new courses in the B.Com stream, viz.
B.Com. with Banking and Insurance (BBI), B.Com. in Finan-
cial Markets (BFM), B.Com in Accounting & Finance (BAF).
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W
elcome to the complex and lucrative world of
the Fashion industry, one that is growing
tremendously, in lock-step with the retail revo-
lution that we are seeing across the globe. In-
dia is at the center of the global fashion indus-

try, as fashion houses across the world have realised the
growing demand for Indian fashion design, and the prowess
of the Indian textile and garment industry. 

The general opinion may be that these courses are for
those who are not 'serious' about their career - but they
couldn't be further from the truth as the fashion industry in
India today, is a whole new ball-game. Every major interna-
tional designer label and retail brand has opened stores, de-
sign centers and production facilities in India. From Armani
to Zegna, Indians are at the forefront of the design and pro-
duction of most of the world's most sought after names in
fashion.

Taking a cue from the increasing globalisation of the fash-
ion business, ITM Institute of Fashion Design and Technology,
a part of the 20-year-old ITM Group of Institutions, has
launched specialised programs in Fashion Design in collabo-
ration with Nottingham Trent University (NTU) UK, First Me-

dia Design School Singapore and the Pondicherry Institute of
Fashion Technology (under MS University,TN). "Our three-
year Bachelors programs in Fashion Design enable our stu-
dents to access the latest trends and techniques in fashion
design, with cutting-edge curriculum from our global part-
ners" says Prof. Aarti Sarpal. 

Nottingham Trent University is among the UK's top univer-
sities for fashion design courses. The School of Art and De-
sign at NTU has been ranked No.1 by the UK Higher Educa-

tion Statistics Agency (HESA), for its successful career
placements. Headquartered in Singapore, First Media De-
sign School is a wholly owned subsidiary of First Media De-
sign and Education Group, Singapore's largest design
communication group with more than 20 design stu-
dios in Singapore and the regional markets. FMDS spe-
cialises in graphic design, multimedia design, and de-
sign management programs at Diploma and Ad-
vanced Diploma levels. 

Highlighting the opportunities in this industry
for both creative and business-oriented stu-
dents, Prof. Aarti Sarpal, Director of  ITM Insti-
tute of Fashion Design and Technology, says,
"We offer both - a hard-core design approach
and the business side of fashion, where all the
essential support services are taught. Our
three-year course has the added advantage of
being one year less than other such courses. This particular
subject (through the 80's and 90's) was always taught as a
three-year course, the extra year was added by most insti-
tutes at the behest of the technical education board -
which is really extra to requirement. Here students get to

save that valuable one year and start on their career that
much earlier!"

She adds, "The beauty of this course is that the students
get real time industry exposure from day one and interna-
tional exposure at NTU in their third year. I would like to clar-
ify that if, for some reason the student is unable to go to the
UK, he / she will be awarded the very same certificate right
here in India. Also, as our faculty will be trained at NTU, they
will be at par with those students who do go to NTU."

A short run-down:

Lead designers are the ones that most people think of in
connection with the words "fashion industry". Lead Design-
ers are the creative leaders, developing designs for individual
pieces or entire lines of clothing and accessories. This typical-
ly involves several generations of sketches or computer-aid-
ed drafts; consideration of colour, texture, material, and
shape when worn; and supervision of final patterning and
construction.

While some lead designers are self-employed or head their
own labels, many others work for apparel manufacturers.

Technical designers take a lead designer's creations from

the prototype stage through to full production. They
work up specifications for new clothing and acces-
sories, have samples made, and work with market-
ing and production facilities to ensure that finished
pieces are made correctly and profitably. Technical

design might be done "behind the scenes", but
it's tremendously challenging and important.

Then there are textile specialists and engi-
neers. The fashion industry is driven by innova-
tion just as other industries are, and for many
of its innovations it depends on new and im-
proved construction materials and procedures
created by textile specialists and engineers.

If the design and creative side of the fashion
industry do not excite you, the field offers a
plethora of opportunities for those who wish
to make careers on the business side. 

Fashion Marketers make people want to
buy new designs, new clothing lines, or
even a designer's or company's entire out-

put. They do this not just with advertising, but
through celebrity endorsements, trade shows,

samples and promotional events.
Merchandisers typically work for retail compa-

nies, where it's their job to make the clothing that
the store is selling seem as attractive as possible to
the store's customers. They select which clothing
items to sell, figure out the optimum amount of
space to use for displaying them, what height to
place things, which items to display together or
next to one another, how to arrange any forms

or mannequins involved, even what kind of signs and light-
ing to use and how to ensure that the overall experience for
the shopper reflects the image they are trying to portray.

Sourcing specialists, work for apparel manufacturers, dis-
tributors, and retailers, contacting suppliers to find either the
raw materials needed to make clothes (fabrics, leather, dyes,
etc.), manufacturers who will make clothing to a fashion
company's specifications, or particular types of already-fin-
ished clothing that match what a fashion brand is looking
for.

Buyers purchase clothing and accessories for their compa-
ny, either on their own discretion or following the selections
of the merchandisers or sourcing specialists. They travel as
needed to search for products at trade shows, preview new
items that suppliers are offering, present these new products
to company executives, negotiate prices and margins, and so
on. 

There are many more such positions in the fashion busi-
ness, including Stylists, Fashion Writers, Brand Managers,
Photographers, Style Consultants and Textile Designers, Tai-
lors etc.

For those interested in the business side of the fashion in-
dustry, ITM Institute of Fashion Design and Technology offers
a three-year Bachelors program in Fashion Business, in addi-
tion to a variety of one-year diploma programs. ITM IFDT's
collaboration with Nottingham Trent University gives students
the choice to transfer to NTU's campuses in UK or Hong
Kong in the third year and graduate at NTU, or complete the
program right here in Mumbai.

ITM IFDT fashion programs are currently open for admis-
sions.

Contact the Institute toll-free 
at 1800 209 9727 or 

email admissions@itm.edu 
for more information.

A Q&A with Professor Sally Wade, Associate Dean Of
Nottingham Trent University who visited ITM - Mumbai
in April

Can you please let us know the purpose of your visit?
ITM is launching two courses in fashion - BA (Hons) FASHION DESIGN and
BA (Hons) FASHION BUSINESS with validation by NOTTINGHAM  TRENT
UNIVERSITY. Thus I have come here as a representative of NTU to screen
the infrastructure and the center at Oshiwara which shall be launching the
mentioned courses .

What is the special feature of these courses?
These courses have been designed such that if a student wants to take
transfer to NOTTINGHAM TRENT CAMPUS in the third year then he should
not face any problem since teaching and  curriculum at ITM - IFDT has to
run in parallel for two years with NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY cours-
es . Moreover if the student is not able to take transfer to NTU campus due
to any problem then he shall be awarded the same degree of BA (Hons)
FASHION DESIGN  and BA (Hons) FASHION BUSINESS after finishing the
third year at ITM - IFDT campus.

Will NTU faculty teach these courses?

ITM has their own team that shall be teaching all the basic subjects but
NTU faculty shall visit twice a year to give extra or special touches to the
module.

Will the role of NTU be over after this visit?
No, the role of NTU will never be over since these programmes are
launched and validated by NTU; thus every year the team of quality stan-
dards from UK will keep a regular check on ITM so that the student gets
the best education in the field of fashion and also as per the laid quality
norms of NTU.

Describe your visit with ITM.
ITM is a huge, established school in the fields of business and hospitality
in India and now that I have seen their plans and infrastructure for fashion
design at the Oshiwara center, I am happy and comfortable to start a rela-
tionship with them. I found the labs, pattern facility, garment construction,
CAD so well planned for students that they shall enjoy studying and creat-
ing their identity at ITM.

What are the plans for the future?
Our full-fledged quality check team from NTU will visit in the last week of
May before these courses commence at ITM, to ensure the best infra-
structure for the students and these programmes.

Fashion is not only about creativity, it is also about a myriad other roles - all of which are taught at 
ITM Institute of Fashion Design and Technology
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From its humble beginnings 50 years ago, the Vidyalankar Institute
of Technology has grown to world-class stature, offering an array of
courses for students

UK Education Fair will be held in
Mumbai on Thursday 27th May from
10.00am to 5.30pm at Hotel Hyatt Re-
gency, Near Sahar Airport, Andheri (E).

Most of the leading UK Institutions
will be participating in the Fair. The
participating Universities / Colleges in-
clude Abertay Dundee, Brighton,
Chester, City, Coventry, Cumbria, Derby,
Durham, Ealing, Hammersmith & West
London College, East Anglia, Edinburgh
Napier, Essex, Exeter, Glasgow, Glasgow
Caledonian, Gloucestershire, Heriot-
Watt, Kent, Leeds Metropolitan, Leices-
ter, Middlesex, Newcastle, Northumbria,
Northampton, Robert Gordon, Roe-
hampton, Salford, Stirling, Sunderland,
Sussex, Teesside, Thames Valley,
UCLAN, Wales Newport and Wolver-
hampton.

Students will be able to meet Universi-
ty / College Officials for information on
various courses. UK Universities accept
15 years of Indian Education for entry
into Masters Degree courses. UK Visa
process is relatively easier. Bank Loan is
readily accepted by British High Com-
mission for Student Visa. Masters de-
gree courses are normally of one-year
duration whereas Bachelors degree
courses are for 3 years. Students are al-
lowed to work part-time for 20 hours per
week during term time and full-time
during vacations. Even Work Permit
rules have been liberalised, making it
easily possible for students to stay back
and work in UK after course completion,
under Post-Study Work Visa. UK is a
much safer destination, where Indian
students feel at home.

"UK EDUCATION
FAIR"

Many institutions will be offering
spot admissions to eligible students
at the Fair. Kindly carry five sets of
academic documents for on-the-spot
assessment. Prior registration is
compulsory. For FREE Registration
log-on to the website: www.geebee-
world.com Or call GeeBee Education
(A Trusted Student Agent of the UK
Border Agency in India): Churchgate:
43222333 Andheri: 26287727 Borivali:
28954545 Thane: 25388844.


